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to the passage of warships, neither would the forts be any obstacle
to our withdrawal if hammered in reverse for a short time before
passing them.

These views were fully shared by Admiral de Robeck on the
iyth March, and he accepted the command knowing what was
expected of him.

The Allied Fleet consisted of three modern and ten old British
battleships, one battle cruiser, and four old French battleships.

The plan of Attack was as follows :

The Inflexible, Lord Nelson, Agamemnon and Queen Elizabeth
were to form line " A," and were to open the engagement with
a long range bombardment of Forts 16,17,18 and 19 respectively;
the Queen Elizabeth was also to silence Fort 20.

The Suffren, Bouvet, Charlemagne and Gaulois were to form line
" B " one mile astern of " A," ready when ordered, to pass
through the intervals between the ships of " A " to engage the
forts at closer range; their advance was to be gradual until a
range of 8,000 yards from Fort 13 was reached. During their
advance the Gaulois was to destroy the torpedo tubes at Suan
Dere, and the Suffren that at Kephez Point.* Line " B " was
to be supported by line "A," which was to dose to within
12,000 yards of Fort 13.

The Triumph and Prince George, advancing in the rear of line
" B ** were to move to the flanks, and engage the permanent
Batteries 8, and White Cliffs, on the Asiatic shore, and Batteries
7 and 9 on the European side respectively. The Suffren
and Gaulois were to assist the Triumph and Prince George if
necessary.

When " B " line reached a position 8,000 yards from Fort 13,
the Queen Elizabeth was to silence Fort 24, advancing to close
the range if necessary.

The area to the southward of the 8,000 yards line was con-
sidered to be absolutely free of mines, and no ship was to go to
the northward of that line without sweepers ahead.

Light gun defences of the minefield at Kephez and on the
European shore were to be engaged by the Bouvet and Charlemagne

* We knew that the enemy had two barges each carrying on its upper deck an
18-inch torpedo rube; and it was thought that these might be brought down and
mooted on either side of the channel. However they were not brought into
action, with good reason, for they could have been easily destroyed, in daylight,
by gunfire.